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Howard Saul Becker – 1928-

American sociologist
‘Saturday night’ jazz pianist

Gopnik, Adam. “The Outside Game: How the Sociologist Howard Becker 
Studies the Conventions of the Unconventional.” New Yorker, January 5, 
2015. https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/01/12/outside-game.

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/01/12/outside-game


1st edition – 1982

25th Anniversary 
Edition - 2008



Conceptual Framework:
Howard Becker: Art World  
network of people [ABC – composers – performers – librarians etc]

engaged in cooperative activity [e.g.recording music performances]

organized via their joint knowledge of conventional means of doing things [musical expertise]

produces the kinds of art work that art world is noted for [music]

art works come into existence and persist [music performance – recording – curation]

operations affect the form and content of art works [recording process and changes over time]

Becker, H.S., 1984. Art worlds. Berkeley : University of California Press.



Becker’s active, porous art worlds  
provide an appropriate space within 
which music curation, defined by this 
work as a triptych of people, tools and 
activities, can be examined holistically

Sepko, Delaina. “Curating Music Curation.” 
Doctor of Philosophy in Information 
Management, University of Glasgow,, 2015.







Mobilising 
resources
[network]

Management 
Clients

Supplier of library materials
Other libraries
Office supplies

Finance department
Personnel department
IT support

Despatch department….



Exhibition 
spaces / 
Collections

Exhibition space is 
‘constrained’
Aesthetic judgement 
inferred from inclusion in 
exhibition space



Broadcaster – Exhibition Space



Music libraries in art 
worlds

Libraries 
‘mobilise 

resources’

The collection 
[exhibition space] 

implies values

Art works 
‘persist’ in 

libraries
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