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Overview
● Music terminology

● Music formats and editions

● Musical forms

● Searching for music

● Music copyright

● Music reference resources

● Ommon questions

● Online collections

● Digital audio and more ...



“The problem with finding music:
music is not a book”

A single work can be known by more than one title (e.g., generic, proper, 

distinctive, popular), and be published in different editions, languages, arranged 

for different instruments, in different keys and performance levels, printed in 

multiple physical formats and recorded as individual performances (Gardinier, 

2004 and Smiraglia, 2002).”

Amanda Myers, Yusuke Ishimura, Finding Sound and Score: A Music Library Skills Module for Undergraduate Students, 

The Journal of Academic Librarianship, Volume 42, Issue 3, May 2016, Pages 215-221, ISSN 0099-1333, 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2016.02.011. 



“The problem with finding music:
music is not a book”

A single work may have:

● more than one title

● different published editions

● different languages

● different instrumental arrangements

● published versions in different keys

● editions of differing levels of difficulty

● multiple physical formats

● associated recordings of different performances



Musical terminology

We’re not musicologists!



Vocabulary

Instrument

Groups

Formats of 
printed 
music

Selection of 
musical 
forms

Ensembles Editions



Instrumentation:
Also Sprach Zarathustra
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=Szdziw4tI9o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=Szdziw4tI9o




Strings

Violin (en)
Violon (fr)
Geige (de)
Violino (it)

Viola (en)
Alto (fr)

Bratsche (de)
Viola (it)

‘Cello (en)
Violoncelle (fr)
Violoncello (de)
Violoncello (it)

Double Bass (en)
Contrebasse (fr)
Kontrabass (de)
Contrabasso (it)



Woodwinds

Flute (en)
Flûte (fr)
Flöte (de)
Flauto (it)

Oboe (en)
Hautbois (fr)

Oboe (de)
Oboe (it)

Clarinet (en)
Clarinette (fr)
Klarinette (de)
Clarinetto (it)

Bassoon (en)
Basson (fr)
Fagott (de)
Fagotto (it)

Saxophone (en)
Saxophone (fr)
Saxophon (de)
Sassophono (it)



Brass
Horn (en)
Cor (fr)
Horn (de)
Corno (it) Trumpet (en)

Trompette (fr)
Trompete (de)
Tromba (it)

Tuba (en)
Tuba (fr)
Tuba (de)
Tuba (it)

Trombone (en)
Trombone (fr)
Posaune (de)
Trombone (it)



Percussion
Snare Drum (en)
Caisse Claire (fr)
Leinentrommel (de)
Tamburo Rullante (it)

Glockenspiel (en)
Glockenspiel (fr)
Glockenspiel (de)
Glockenspiel (it)

Tambourine (en)
Tambourin (fr)
Tamburin (de)
Tamburello (it)



Keyboard
Piano (en)
Piano (fr)
Klavier (de)
Piano (it)

Harpsichord (en)
Clavecin (fr)
Cembalo (de)
Clavicembalo (it)



Plucked

Guitar (en)
Guitare (fr)
Gittare (de)
Chittara (it)

Harp (en)
Harpe (fr)
Harfe (de)
Arpa (it)



Can’t remember 4+ names for an instrument? : https://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/music/instname

https://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/music/instname


Symphony (philharmonic) orchestra

Usually consists of around 100 performers divided 
into groups;

● Strings

● Woodwind

● Brass

● Percussion

● Occasionally keyboards and harp



Chamber orchestra

A similar build to the symphony orchestra but on a smaller scale. It will usually consist of no more than 50 musicians.



Concert (wind) band

A concert or wind band as the name suggest is an ensemble that has wind instruments at its core. So we have Woodwind and Brass and very 
often percussion.



Big (jazz) band

Big band has a similar build to Concert band but with a stronger rhythm section. So we will have some woodwind, then brass and the rhythm 
section. Sometimes there will also be  piano and double bass. 



Small (chamber) ensemble

Duet, trio, quartet, quintet, 
sextet, septet, octet and so 
on.



Choir 
It’s important to understand different types of voice
as this can assist singers with searching for particular repertoire 

SOPRANO female high voice

(MEZZO-SOPRANO  female medium voice)

ALTO female low voice

TENOR male high voice

(BARITONE male medium voice)

BASS male low voice

TREBLE children’s voices



Printed music formats

Full 
score

(used by 
conductors)

Parts
(used by each 

performer) Study
Score

(a miniature used 
for study)

Lead 
Sheet

(melody, chords & 
lyrics - see Real / Fake 

books)

Vocal 
Score
(one for each 

singer)
Choral 
Score

(multiple parts to 
a page)

Libretto 
(words for a 

musical theatre or 
opera work)

Tablature
(for guitar) Piano 

reduction
(so pianists can 

perform the 
orchestra part)

Score



The Magic Flute
- full score

https://unimelb-naxosmusiclibrary-com.ezp.lib.unimelb.edu.au/mediaplayer/player.asp?br=128&tl=54878


The Magic Flute 
– vocal score



The Magic Flute
– study score



The Magic Flute
– 1st Violin Part



Aria from The Magic Flute: Der Holle Rache



Libretto:

The Magic Flute



Editions

Facsimile
(photographically reproduced 
image of original manuscript)

Urtext
(Translation : original text - as 
close to original manuscript as 

possible.  Sometimes 
controversial!)

Scholarly
(Edited from primary sources to be 
as close to composer’s intentions 

as possible, with all decisions 
documented)

Performance
(edited to provide as much 

information on the execution of a 
piece as possible)

Complete
(All compositions by a particular 
composer, often as subscriptions)



Facsimile edition of The Magic Flute



Performance Edition: Chopin, Op. 25, no. 9 (ed. A. Cortot)





Urtext Edition: Chopin, Op. 25, no. 9 



Examples of musical forms

Symphony
large orchestral work, 

consists of several 
movements varying in 

tempo

Concerto
orchestral work, 

several movements 
varying in tempo with 
a soloist - often piano 

/string

Sonata
several movements 

played by either 1 or 2 
instruments OR first 

movement of 
symphony

Opera
staged, dramatic work 
combining spoken text 

& singing

Étude Translation 
= study

A piece designed for 
practice of different 

techniques

Tango
one of many 

different dances

Choral 
music

composition for 
several voices



Symphony:

Prokofieff, Symphonie 
Classique, Op. 25



Concerto:

Beethoven,
“Emperor” Concerto



Sonata:

Beethoven, Op. 110



Symphony/
Concerto

Full 
score

Parts

Mini
Score

Piano 
reduction

Opera

Libretto

Vocal 
Score

Madrigal
Choral 
Score

Chamber 
Music ÉtudeScore

Sonata



Searching for music

The right way



Searching for music 
Trove

+ the most comprehensive catalogue of Australian resources

+ can narrow down to Printed music or Sound

- users group records under one ‘work’  

- not free of mistakes 

Principles used can be applied across other catalogues & interfaces

Tip : get clients to write down titles / names you’re not familiar with



Scenario 1 - spelling of names

“Do you have any Prokofieff scores?” (User writes it down 
this way as you were unsure of spelling yourself)



Use Library of Congress Authorities 

http://authorities.loc.gov/

http://authorities.loc.gov/


Scenario 2 - nicknames and other variations on title

“Can you help me find  Beethoven’s Eroica Symphony?”



Use Uniform / Preferred titles, part 1

Form preferred titles using FINK : Form + Instrumentation + Number + Key

● ‘Eroica’ Symphony = Symphonies, (orchestra is assumed), no. 3, op. 55, E♭ major

● ‘Moonlight’ Sonata = Sonatas, piano, no. 14, op. 27, no. 2, C# minor

● ‘Spring’ Quartet = Quartets, strings, K. 387, G major (AACR)

● Quartets, violins (2), viola, cello, K. 387, G major (RDA)

In some catalogues it’s worth checking the Subject Headings field to see if the 

preferred title is captured and hyperlinks to similar works



Understand abbreviations

Op. = Opus = work from Latin

WoO = Werke ohne Opuszahl = Works without opus number

K/KV = Köchel-Verzeichnis = Köchel Catalogue (for Mozart’s works)

BWV = Bach-Werke-Verzeichnis = Bach Works Catalogue

Hob. =  Hoboken-Verzeichnis = Hoboken Catalogue (for Haydn’s works)

RV = Ryom-Verzeichnis = Ryom Catalogue (for Vivaldi’s works)



Finding orchestral parts for a large work

Title: Symphonies, no. 3, op. 55 (as a 

phrase)

Creator: Beethoven

Subject: Symphonies scores and parts (as a 

phrase)

Format: Printed music

Finding smaller work

Title: Sonatas, piano, no. 14, op. 27, no. 2 (as a 

phrase)

Creator: Beethoven

Format: Printed music

OR

Keyword: op. 27, no. 2 (as a phrase)

Creator: Beethoven

Format: Printed music

Try these examples in Trove



Uniform / Preferred titles, part 2

distinctive - name is unique and in original language of composer

The Marriage of Figaro = Nozze di Figaro 

Cinderella = Zolushka

Christmas Oratorio = Weihnachts-Oratorium

Tip : You can use Library of Congress Keyword Authorities

http://authorities.loc.gov/webvoy.htm



Scenario 3 - more on preferred titles

“I’m looking for a vocal score for 
Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro”

Photo by Daniel Azoulay, The Marriage of Figaro Act III, Florida Grand Opera , 24th January 2019 via 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Marriage_of_Figaro_Act_III_(46876975222).jpg
CC-BY-2.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Marriage_of_Figaro_Act_III_(46876975222).jpg


Finding a vocal score 

Title: Nozze di Figaro (as a phrase)

Creator: Mozart

Subject: Operas Vocal scores with piano (as a 

phrase)

Format: Printed music

Finding a song

Title: Non piu andrai (as a phrase)

Creator: Mozart

Subject: Songs (Low voice) with piano (as a 

phrase)

Format: Printed music

Try these examples in Trove



Scenario 4 - specific editions

“I’m looking for an urtext edition of Chopin piano preludes”



Uniform / Preferred titles, part 3a

Form collective titles

Piano preludes = Preludes, piano

Sonatas for piano and violin = Sonatas, piano, violin

Woodwind quartet = Quartets, woodwinds (AACR)

Quartets, flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon (RDA)



Finding a collection of pieces in a specific 
form 

Title: Preludes, piano (as a phrase)

Creator: Chopin

Format: Printed music

Finding a specific edition of the same music

Title: Preludes, piano (as a phrase)

Creator: Chopin

Keyword: Urtext

Format: Printed music

Try these examples in Trove



Scenario 6

“I’d like to study all of the compositions of Liszt”



General collective titles 

The complete works of Liszt = Works

The complete works of Bach = Works

The complete works of Purcell = Works

Tip : you can type ‘Complete works’ into a title search

Uniform / Preferred titles, Part 3c



Finding a collection of all compositions 

Title: Complete works (as a phrase)

(The word ‘works’ is too common to give us an 

exact match)

Creator: Liszt

Format: Printed music

Title: complete works (as a phrase)

Creator: Liszt

Format: Printed music

Try these examples in Trove



Use subject headings

For more general searches or browsing, or to narrow to a specific medium use 

subject headings, for example;

● Violin -- Orchestral Excerpts (Studies)

● Choruses, Sacred (Mixed voices, 4 parts) with piano

● Songs (Low Voice) with piano

● Trios (Flute, violin , cello)

● Popular music -- 1981-1990

● Musicals



Music Copyright in Australian 
Public Libraries

Beginner’s guide



Who looks after music copyright in Australia? 
● Copyright Agency  www.copyright.com.au

● Australian Copyright Council  www.copyright.org.au

● APRA AMCOS www.apraamcos.com.au

One 

Music Aus: music&lyrics performance 

● PPCA www.ppca.com.au (Sound recordings performance)

● ARIA www.aria.com.au Sound recording reproduction

● Various private agents for Musical Theatre Productions e.g. Hal Leonard

http://www.copyright.com.au
http://www.copyright.org.au
http://www.apraamcos.com.au
http://www.ppca.com.au
http://www.aria.com.au


Music Copyright in Libraries - the basics
Music is made up of different parts with potentially different copyright owners

○ tune including separate copyright for arrangements and improvisions

○ lyrics

○ recording

○ print publication ie sheet music / score

● Duration of copyright for sound recordings :
○ Pre 1955 expired

○ Post 1955 70 years after publication

● Duration of copyright for music works & lyrics :
○ If composer died before 1 Jan 1955 out of copyright in Australia otherwise life of the creator 

plus 70 years

● Duration of copyright for published edition:
○ Publisher has exclusive right to control making facsimile of edition for 25 years from publication



Understanding which rules apply - usage
● Users copyright in a library setting 

○ photocopying for study

○ photocopying for performance

○ live music events (performance rights)

● Library staff copying for library clients
○ community choirs - see Copyright Council Australia Information Sheet G059v08*

○ musical societies - as above

○ music students - CAL License & APRA / AMCOS licences

○ community radio

○ community events

○ musicians in bands - Copyright Council Australia Information Sheet GO88v05

http://www.copyright.org.au/ACC_Prod/ACC/Information_Sheets/Music__Choirs__Orchestras__Ensembles___Private_Music_Teachers.aspx
http://www.copyright.org.au/ACC_Prod/ACC/Information_Sheets/Music__Bands.aspx


In a library setting - what can be copied
● For clients’ research or study, generally 10% total pages or 1 chapter rule, 

10% bars music under fair dealing unless out of print
■ With old unpublished material eg manuscripts and other original versions you can copy 

more because not available for purchase

Inter-library lending or Document Delivery (sections 49 & 50) generally follow 10% 

or 1 chapter rule as above - but no AV - only print
○ Preservation - new Section 113H can copy anything as much as required, as long as not 

available for purchase

○ Research - new Section 113J applies to print & AV in lib collection where original (first) copy -

but must prevent other copies being made.

● Note that copying for performance is not covered!! Patrons need permissions 

from publishers

● Australian Copyright Council Information Sheets available

https://www.copyright.org.au/ACC_Prod/ACC/Browse_by_What_You_Do/Librarians___Archivists.aspx
https://www.copyright.org.au/ACC_Prod/ACC/Browse_by_What_You_Do/Librarians___Archivists.aspx


What about Audio Visual material? YouTube? Films?

● Collection items: If library has purchased legitimate copies of films, 

documentaries, concerts etc these can be borrowed and watched by users. 

Lending from non-profit libraries is not regulated by copyright generally.

● YouTube and online sources: There are many legitimate sites with music, 

whether recorded concerts or Vevo, the official YouTube music channel. 

There are no copyright problems with these being watched or accessed (not 

copied!) from a library.

● But also many illegitimate/fan sites where people have uploaded video or 

audio of different music. Don’t assume just because it is on YouTube it is 

fine.



Library responsibility for actions of users

● If the whole of a commercially released film or album is online for free 

it is likely to be a ‘pirate copy’ and a breach of copyright.

● Library responsibility: For computer monitors and for printers at your 

library, you should have a regulation copyright warning notice beside 

the machines so that the library is not held responsible for the 

copyright infringing actions of their users on library machines. 

● This doesn’t mean libraries have no responsibility, just that they won’t 

automatically be liable because they supplied machines for the public 

to use (See following slides for notice)



Notice for printing - hard copy -photocopying
Commonwealth of Australia

Copyright Act 1968

Notice about the reproduction of works and the copying of published editions

Warning

Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe their copyright. A reproduction of material that is 

protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. Certain dealings with copyright will not constitute an infringement, including:

·        a reproduction that is a fair dealing under the Copyright Act 1968 (the Act), including a fair dealing for the purposes of research 

or study; or

·        a reproduction that is authorised by the copyright owner.

It is a fair dealing to make a reproduction for research or study, of one or more articles in a periodical publication for the same research 

or same course of study or, for any other work, of a reasonable portion of a work.

For a published work in hardcopy form that is not less than 10 pages and is not an artistic work, 10% of the number of pages, or one 

chapter, is a reasonable portion.

For a published work in electronic form only, a reasonable portion is not more than, in the aggregate, 10% of the number of words in 

the work.

More extensive reproduction may constitute fair dealing. To determine whether it does, it is necessary to have regard to the criteria set 

out in subsection 40 (2) of the Act.

A court may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to copyright material.

Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving the conversion of material 

into digital or electronic form.



Notice for AV material or online access - plus also need hard 
copy notice
Commonwealth of Australia

Copyright Act 1968

Notice about the copying of audio-visual items

Warning

Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe their copyright. Unless otherwise permitted by the 

Copyright Act 1968 (the Act), unauthorised use of audio-visual items in which copyright subsists may infringe copyright in that item.

It is not an infringement of copyright in an audio-visual item to use that item in a manner that is a fair dealing under section 103C of the 

Act.

Section 103C of the Act relates to fair dealing for the purpose of research or study and sets out the matters that must be considered in 

determining whether a reproduction of an audio-visual item is a fair dealing.

A court may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to copyright material.

Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving the conversion of material 

into digital or electronic form.



Combined notice (new)
Commonwealth of Australia

Copyright Act 1968

Notice about the reproduction of works and the copying of published editions and audio-visual items

Warning

Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe their copyright. A court may impose penalties and award damages in 

relation to offences and infringements relating to copyright material. Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences 

and infringements  involving the conversion of material into digital or electronic form.

Reproduction of works and copying of published editions

A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. Certain dealings with copyright will not constitute an 

infringement, including:

(a)        a reproduction that is a fair dealing under the Copyright Act 1968 (the Act), including a fair dealing for the   purposes of research or study; or

(b)        a reproduction that is authorised by the copyright owner.

It is a fair dealing to make a reproduction for research or study, of one or more articles in a periodical publication for the same research or same 

course of study or, for any other work, of a reasonable portion of a work.

For a published work in hardcopy form that is not less than 10 pages and is not an artistic work, 10% of the number of pages, or one chapter, is a 

reasonable portion.

For a published work in electronic form only, a reasonable portion is not more than, in the aggregate, 10% of the number of words in the work.

More extensive reproduction may constitute fair dealing. To determine whether it does, it is necessary to have regard to the criteria set out in 

subsection 40(2) of the Act.

Copying of audio-visual items

Unless otherwise permitted by the Act, unauthorised use of audio-visual items in which copyright subsists may infringe copyright in that item.

It is not an infringement of copyright in an audio-visual item to use that item in a manner that is a fair dealing under section 103C of the Act.

Section 103C of the Act relates to fair dealing for the purpose of research or study and sets out the matters that must be considered in determining 

whether a reproduction of an audio-visual item is a fair dealing.



Song permissions - licences and searching databases
Public libraries check whether your council has a licence that covers your 

music event – see https://onemusic.com.au/licences/government/

● CISAC CisNet :  public access search allows you to search by title, or songwriter name or 

IPI number and match ISWC Codes https://iswcnet.cisac.org/logon.do

● APRA AMCOS Works Search -http://apraamcos.com.au then select ‘Search Works’ from 

the dropdown

● ASCAP – Ace Search - https://www.ascap.com/repertory#ace/ gives writers, publishers, 

performers, publishers and their contact information

● BMI Repertoire Search - http://repertoire.bmi.com/

● SGAE (Spain) - https://enlinea.sgae.es/RepertorioOnline/

● GEMA (Germany) - https://online.gema.de/werke/search.faces

● ACUM (Israel) - https://nocs.acum.org.il/acumsitesearchdb/

● SIAE – (Italy)- https://www.siae.it/en/archivioOpere

https://onemusic.com.au/licences/government/
https://onemusic.com.au/licences/government/
https://iswcnet.cisac.org/logon.do
https://iswcnet.cisac.org/logon.do
http://apraamcos.com.au/
https://www.ascap.com/repertory
https://www.ascap.com/repertory
http://repertoire.bmi.com/
http://repertoire.bmi.com/
https://enlinea.sgae.es/RepertorioOnline/
https://enlinea.sgae.es/RepertorioOnline/
https://online.gema.de/werke/search.faces
https://online.gema.de/werke/search.faces
https://nocs.acum.org.il/acumsitesearchdb/
https://nocs.acum.org.il/acumsitesearchdb/
https://www.siae.it/en/archivioOpere
https://www.siae.it/en/archivioOpere


Questions??

"Question mark in Esbjerg" by alexanderdrachmann is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/72211347@N00/327122302
https://www.flickr.com/photos/72211347@N00
https://www.flickr.com/photos/72211347@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Reference Resources

For the rich and for the poor



Reference resources - printed
Boccagna, D 1999, Musical terminology - a practical compendium in four

languages, Pendragon Press, Stuyvesant, NY 

Annual Publications:

International Who’s Who in Classical music, Routledge 

International Who’s Who in Popular music, Routledge 

Australasian Music Industry Directory (AMID), Street Press Australia 

Manual of Syllabuses, Australian Music Examinations Board 

Performing Arts Yearbook 

Green, A., & Duffy, M., 2013, Basic music reference : a guide for non-specialist librarians, library assistants, 

and student employees. Middleton, Wis. : Music Library Association.

First Stop for Music: the basic quick reference quide to music (2005) https://iaml-uk-irl.org/publications

https://iaml-uk-irl.org/publications


Reference resources - online
The State Library of Victoria offers free access to music databases

https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/search-discover/free-journals-databases-ebooks

Become a Library member for free – register online and receive free access to 

our eresources from home

https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/search-discover/free-journals-databases-

ebooks#databasebysubject

Music In the movies for Naxos Records: 

https://www.naxos.com/musicinmovies.asp

(You can view lists by ‘Movie Title’ or by Composer

https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/search-discover/free-journals-databases-ebooks
https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/search-discover/free-journals-databases-ebooks#databasebysubject
https://www.naxos.com/musicinmovies.asp


Reference resources – online - subscription 
Oxford Music Online - www.oxfordmusiconline.com

ProQuest 

● Music Periodicals Database (formerly IIMP)
● Performing Arts Periodicals Database (formerly IMPA)     

Alexander Street Press Music Online

● Garland Encyclopedia of World Music

● Classical Music Reference

● African American Music Reference

● Classical Scores Library Volumes I - IV

JSTOR Arts & Sciences 

http://www.oxfordmusiconline.com


Reference resources – online - subscription 
EBSCO 

– RILM Abstracts of Music Literature: 1967 – present

– RIPM Retrospective Index to Music Periodicals: 1766 – 1962

– RISM Series A/II: music printed or published before 1900

– Index to Printed Music

– Music Index: 1970 to present

– Film & Television Literature Index

Index to Printed Music - www.ipmusic.org

IPA Source - www.ipasource.com

Musicians and Composers of the 20th Century - www.salempress.com

http://www.ipmusic.org/
http://www.ipasource.com
http://www.salempress.com/


Reference resources – online - subscription 
● Rock’s Back Pages - magazine article archive (some articles free)

www.rocksbackpages.com

https://www.rocksbackpages.com/Library/Free

● Academic Rights Press : Music ID - chart data

www.academicrightspress.com/entertainment/music

● AEM : Arts & Entertainment Management Database 

www.informit.org/index-product-details/AEM

http://www.rocksbackpages.com
https://www.rocksbackpages.com/Library/Free
http://www.academicrightspress.com/entertainment/music
https://www.informit.org/index-product-details/AEM


Reference resources – online - free 
The Aria database www.aria-database.com

Allmusic www.allmusic.com

Shazam / Soundhound available on iPhone and Android

Musipedia www.musipedia.org

Links Directories;

● Harvard College Library http://

● Digital Librarian https://the-digital-librarian

http://www.aria-database.com/
http://www.allmusic.com/
http://www.musipedia.org/
https://the-digital-librarian.com/publications/


Common requests



Real Books



australianjazzrealbook.com

The Australian Jazz Real 

Book aims  to digitally 

curate Australian jazz 

tunes from Australian 

composers.

It is also available in 

print.



Methods



AMEB



Technical Workbooks and Repertoire
for exams



Orchestral Excerpts / 
Probespiel / Test Pieces



Oxford Music Online
Works List



Online Collections

Open access



For library clients - assisting in obtaining original music
● IMSLP Petrucci - www.imslp.org - out of copyright sheet music 

● Mutopia - https://www.mutopiaproject.org/

● Australian Music Centre www.australianmusiccentre.com.au - contemporary 

Australian music available for digital purchase and digital loan

● Library archives digitization projects

● Digital sheet music retailers
○ quality of arrangements will vary - for ‘standards’ Real Books are a better source

http://www.imslp.org
https://www.mutopiaproject.org/
http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au




Scores
● National Library of Australia digitised scores

● Australian Music Centre - Score eLoans www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/

● Alexander Street Press Classical Scores Library (Study Scores)

● Australian Jazz Real Book Digital Edition http://australianjazzrealbook.com/

● Hal Leonard selected digitised scores via eBook platforms

● Sher Music Digital Real Books  & downloads from many websites e.g. SheetMusicPlus, MusicNotes 

● Boosey & Hawkes https://www.boosey.com/

● Peters https://www.editionpeters.com

http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/
http://australianjazzrealbook.com/
https://www.boosey.com/
https://www.editionpeters.com/


Pioneering research in music scores published in Australia 
● Binns, Georgina. (1989) Patriotic and nationalistic song in Australia to 1919 : a study of the 

popular sheet music genre. Thesis. http://hdl.handle.net/11343/35295

● Neidorf, Prue. (1999) A guide to dating music published in Sydney and Melbourne, 1800-1899. 

Thesis https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses/2926/

Sheet music covers tell a story too
Sheet music has played an important role in the homes of many Australians, as a source of 

entertainment and self-expression. A book by Robyn Holmes and Ruth Lee Martin describes a 

range of rare treasures in the National Library’s sheet music collection and explores how 

Australia’s  music reflects our sense of ourselves as a nation.

Holmes, Robyn and Ruth Lee Martin. (2001) The collector’s book of sheet music covers. Canberra: 

National Library of Australia.

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/35295
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses/2926/


The Pioneer Schottische, or the Alligator Hop

Performed by the

Grenadier Guards in
London, 1886, at the

Colonial & Indian
Exhibition

‘New Music” 

12 February, 1887 in
The Queensland Figaro 
published by Gordon &
Gotch, Brisbane

https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/19225372


The Zoo Galop (187-?)

Alfred Vance (1839-1888) 
was a British Music Hall 
performer.

One of his best known 
songs was ‘Walking in the 
Zoo’ (1869). Henry Parker 
here has composed a 
‘Galop’ based on the 
popular song.

The galop was a fast an 
lively dance in 2/4 time, 
popular in the mid-Victorian 
era

https://trove.nla.gov.au/version/21128791


The Cascade Waltz
(1909) 

Louis L. Howarde

D. Davis & Co

Also performed by all

Leading bands”

over 50,000 copies sold

“New Rapid Vamping

Method, Price 1 /- / Best

And simplest Method on

the market”

https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/8815063


Make for old Canberra

In the morning (1925)

“Hullo Australia”

The newspaper clipping 
tells of the success of 
an Exhibition trans –
Tasman broadcasting 
station.



Take the Road to 

Warragul(1937)

Includes chord symbols

and tab for ukulele

Featured by Jack Olsen

and his kookaburras 



https://www.monash.edu/library/collections/exhibitions

Exhibition catalogues are online

https://www.monash.edu/library/collections/exhibitions
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Monash collections online

Victorian Flute Guild   

https://repository.monash.edu/collections/show/76


Digital Audio & Visual Music 
Services for Libraries

Audio & video streaming services & digital scores



Music audio subscription services for libraries
● Freegal - public libraries only, 3 free downloads per week

● Overdrive

● Alexander Street Press 
○ Classical Music Library

○ Smithsonian Global Sound

○ Contemporary World Music

○ Jazz Music Library

● Naxos 
○ Naxos Music Library (Classical)

○ Naxos Jazz Library

○ Naxos World Music (Smithsonian Folkways)

Note there is currently no contemporary music streaming subscription service available for academic 

libraries in Australia.



Major players in the commercial streaming world
● Spotify

● Deezer

● Pandora

● TIDAL

● Google Play Music

● Apple Music

● Rhapsody

● YouTube including Vimeo

● SoundCloud

● Bandcamp

Goodbye to RDIO, Guvera, JB HiFi 

Streaming…..



Video streaming services
● Alexander Street Press

○ Classical Performance in Video

○ Opera in Video

● Medici TV www.medici.tv

● Kanopy www.kanopystreaming.com

● Berliner Philarmoniker’s Digital Concert Hall www.digitalconcerthall.com

● New York Philharmonic http://archives.nyphil.org/ (open access)

● EduTV from Informit

● ArtFilms Digital

● Play with a Pro https://www.playwithapro.com/ (has free introduction lessons)

http://www.medici.tv
http://www.kanopystreaming.com
http://www.kanopystreaming.com
http://www.kanopystreaming.com
http://www.digitalconcerthall.com
http://archives.nyphil.org/
https://www.playwithapro.com/


In a library setting - obtaining originals (sheet music)
● Trove www.trove.nla.gov.au - great way to check if something is held at 

another library, State Library, or National Library.  Includes former 

MusicAustralia collection.

● Zinfonia www.zinfonia.com - useful if you need to find out if ensemble 

music is available for purchase or can only be hired (and who the agent is)

● Library subscription services;
○ Classical Scores Library (Alexander Street Press)

http://www.trove.nla.gov.au
http://www.zinfonia.com


What’s happening in your 
libraries?

IAML Australia would love to hear about your projects and 
initiatives.  Email information to info@iamlaustralia.org.au

mailto:info@iamlaustralia.org.au


Access to archive collections
● National Library of Australia

● InConcert : Towards a collaborative 

archive of music ephemera

http://inconcert.datatodata.com

● New York Philharmonic Archives

www.archives.nyphil.org/

○ Database of all performances since 1842

○ Digitised scores

○ Company archives

● Anzac Sight Sound

www.anzacsightsound.org/

○ AV Materials from WW1

○ Partnership with NFSA & NTSV (NZ)

● Musica Brasilis on Apple Store

○ Brazilian music scores

○ 200 artists

○ 1000 scores

○ Artists include Villa Lobos & Villani-Cortes

● Fraser Coast Libraries : Local History 

Local Music

https://www.historypin.org/en/local-

history-local-music

http://inconcert.datatodata.com
http://www.archives.nyphil.org/
http://www.anzacsightsound.org/
https://www.historypin.org/en/local-history-local-music


Live Music & Music Events
● City of Sydney 

Street Pianos

Late Night Library series

www.facebook.com/LNLSydney

○ Live events across art forms

○ Talks, live music & more

○ Across different venues

● New Zealand Music Month

www.nzmusic.org.nz/nz-music-month

○ Initiatives across NZ libraries

○ Workshops / performances

○ Promote library collections / services

○ Blogs featuring guides to local artists

● Get it Loud in Libraries

Lancaster Public Libraries

www.getitloudinlibraries.com

○ Audience of 28,000 in 9 years

○ Claims to introduce major artists

Florence + The Machine, Adele 

○ Initially free, now small charge

● Griffith University : Music in the library

https://griffithlibrary.wordpress.com/tag

/music-in-the-library/

○ Student performances

http://www.facebook.com/LNLSydney
http://www.nzmusic.org.nz/nz-music-month
http://www.getitloudinlibraries.com
https://griffithlibrary.wordpress.com/tag/music-in-the-library/


Promoting & archiving local music
● Iowa City Public Library : Local Music Project

http://music.icpl.org/

○ Library initiative to stream local contemporary 

music

○ License agreements created

○ Musicians paid

○ Accessible to local library card holders only

● Volume Denver

http://volumedenver.org/

● Johnson County Libraries 

Listen Local Blog

www.jocolibrary.org/we-recommend/listen-local

● Edmonton Public Library : 

Capital City Records Project

www.capitalcityrecords.ca/about

○ streaming & downloading local music

○ digital poster archive

http://music.icpl.org/
https://volumedenver.org/
http://www.jocolibrary.org/we-recommend/listen-local
http://www.capitalcityrecords.ca/about


Other initiatives
● City of Sydney & Wyong Libraries 

○ Ukulele lessons & hire

● Tikkurila Library, Finland

○ Karaoke booth!

http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-

elsewhere-37034264

● Lopez Island Library, Washington

www.lopezlibrary.org/music/

○ Instrumental lending

○ guitars, violins, recorders, keyboards, cello, banjo, 

French Horn, Flugelhorn

● Wellington City Libraries, NZ

○ Vinyl is back! 

http://www.wcl.govt.nz/blog/index.php/tag/vinyl/

● Northfield Public Library, Minnesota

Read & Sing Opera Event

www.northfieldpubliclibrary.blogspot.com.au/2

015/08/the-minnesota-opera-is-coming.html

○ Partnership with Opera Minnesota

○ New perspective on reading using music

○ Children’s event

● Open Music Library

www.openmusiclibrary.org/

○ Alexander Street Press

○ “A new initiative to build the world’s most 

comprehensive open network of digital 

resources for the study of music”

http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-37034264
http://www.lopezlibrary.org/music/
http://www.wcl.govt.nz/blog/index.php/tag/vinyl/
http://www.northfieldpubliclibrary.blogspot.com.au/2015/08/the-minnesota-opera-is-coming.html
http://www.openmusiclibrary.org/


Music technology in ‘maker spaces’
● Library @The Dock

Melbourne City Council

○ creative production labs

○ recording studio

○ practice space

○ access to instruments ie kit, piano

○ performance space

● The Edge, Brisbane

Launched by State Library of Queensland

www.edgeqld.org.au

○ cross disciplinary creative space

○ includes digital media lab

○ recording studio

● André Malraux Public Library, Strasburg 

Orchestronique Project

www.facebook.com/orchestronique

www.vimeo.com/132462649

○ digital orchestra project

○ using smartphones / tablets

○ Weekly rehearsals for over 14s

http://www.edgeqld.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/orchestronique
http://www.vimeo.com/132462649


Continue your learning online
Preferred titles at Nebraska-Lincoln

http://libraries.unl.edu/music/tutorial/04

More about preferred titles in RDA      http://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/music/preferred-titles

Khan Academy
www.khanacademy.org/humanities/music

EdX

www.edx.org/course/subject/music

OpenLearn
www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/music

http://libraries.unl.edu/music/tutorial/04
http://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/music/preferred-titles
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/music
https://www.edx.org/course/subject/music


Now your finger is on the pulse… keep it there!
IAML Australia 

Monthly eNewsletter : www.eepurl.com/Aq5S1

W: www.iamlaustralia.org.au

F: www.facebook.com/IAMLAustralia/

T: www.twitter.com/iamlaustralia

@IAMLAustralia

Annual conference : September / October

Membership;

Institutional : $160 (unlimited individuals)

Personal : $80

10% discount for new members

music-libraries-l

★ List serve for Australian / NZ

★ email (include ‘help’ in subject) music-

libraries-l-request@natlib.gov.nz

IAML International 
www.iaml.info/iaml-mailing-list

Annual conference : July

Cataloguing
www.rdatoolkit.org/musicbestpractices

http://www.eepurl.com/Aq5S1
http://www.iamlaustralia.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/IAMLAustralia/
http://www.twitter.com/iamlaustralia
http://www.iaml.info/iaml-mailing-list
http://www.rdatoolkit.org/musicbestpractices
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